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The visits of the two Emperors over, Bismarck retired once
more to Varan. The reforms in Church and State which he
considered necessary in the interests of unity were not likely to
commend themselves to the party on which he had hitherto
depended for support, and he preferred to remain in seclusion
while events developed. An alliance between the Ultramontanes
and the Conservatives in the Upper House in the Landtag had
secured a formidable majority in opposition to the Adminis-
trative Districts Bill, which had as its object the abolition of
certain obsolete feudal and manorial privileges of the Prussian
landed gentry. As the School-Inspection Bill had been aimed
at the Church, so this measure was intended to strike a blow at
Prussian particularism. The Emperor himself was said to attach
great importance to it and the creation of about sixty new peers
to ensure its passing was hinted at.1

Bismarck's absence from the capital excited much comment,
but Lord Odo read into it a less sensational explanation than was
generally current. The Prussian Upper House had to be
neutralized if reforms necessary to the Empire were to be carried
into effect, but a parliamentary crisis alone would make this
clear to the Emperor, bound as he was by gratitude to the ever-
loyal nobility of Prussia, and Bismarck's scheme was carefully
staged to bring this about.2 The "serious illness'7 which popular
imagination had seized upon was, as far as Lord Odo Russell
could see, nothing more than a slight indisposition. He was not

The duty of the state, equally to protect the peace of the different religious
confessions, and the liberty of conscience of each of its subjects, would be no
easy matter, even if it were not aggravated by the Government by an abuse of
proper influence and by the artificial agitation of religious minds.

I am delighted to be of one mind with you as to the principle that, in a well-
regulated community, every person and every creed must enjoy that measure
of freedom which is consistent with the freedom of the rest, and with the
security and independence of the land.

In the struggle for this principle God will protect the German also against
such adversaries who make hjs holy name the excuse for hostility to our internal
peace; but it will cause special satisfaction to everyone of my countrymen that
Germany in this contest has obtained the assent of numerous and important
voices, who find expression in your address...." National Zeitung. 14 Septem-
ber 1873,
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